Latex allergy--implications for Irish patients and healthcare workers.
A 34-year-old lady presented with an exacerbation of her atopic dermatitis. She also gave a history of angioedema during labour. Type I latex hypersensitivity was confirmed by serological and epicutaneous testing. Virtually unrecognised until the 1980s, latex hypersensitivity is now being reported more and more frequently, particularly in spina bifida patients, atopics and healthcare personnel. The importance of this problem for patients and healthcare personnel is discussed.